
For scvclwl ycnrs ou~. cIe~~;lrtn~i:)rt has heen c : n g ~ r ~ c ~ t l  in st.u~l ies on Irnn~orwl anti- 
boriim ~x(:cc>ml,nrt-ying tronio~~uft. mjcction . Tl-ris l~rc~xntation mm~nnrisrm our 
previous 611di11gs iti relnt.ion to nlorc rotx!~~t# obscrvatic>~n. 

A few years rqo w e  1)cca.m~ interested in ~u:nctions w l ~ i c l ~  tm.nq)la~,tntiorl sera 
may intlucc in t3he  kin of ii donor unimnl. Thcfi~lrt  cxpcrinlcnts 110, 131 wcre per- 
fornlccl on 13oa-it~brcci idhino rats of \T"'stcrr and Sprtquc-Buwlcy straitrs. Thcficru 
were obt,ait~ecl from nnitntils cx pa.ed t o  a skill I i o t ~ ~ c ~ g r a f t  or pnral~iosis. The skin- 
tcstcd nnimals wcrc injected i t~ t r~~cu taneo t~s l j  w i t h  thc S ~ I L Y ~ ~  and, two horrrs 
Irrtcr. intmvenot~sly with Eva l~s  blue. Positive rcnctiolts appeared as bluc circles, 
0.5-2 cm in dinmcier. st~rrol~nclinp thc injectiotl site (Fig. 1 ). It was found that 
seraof roughly 40°,:, of thcskin-gntftecf or pmbimd aninrab 3 . v ~  po~itiven~u1f.x 
The i)rcidcnce of pmitivc nstl!ts wits higher i f  the skin test wau perfonncd on the 
ciollor r a t  tb tu~ i f  it \vas pcrfnmmcri on ather nnrclotctl t~ l ts .  , V q a t i ~ - c  n)n5tlltS we= 
obtained if tilc tmt was can-ied o u t  on ti1 e imiy i c a t  itself. This pattern of ra~~lts, 
RIICI the ftl.ct; that the skin-reactive factor under clxuniinatiolr proved to be tllc 
?-globulin fraction of tire sc.nlm, made pls1zsib3c thc assumption t f ~ ~ t  the factor 
i s  an isanntihoily. 

In recent esporimcnts (to be published) an attempt was male to obtain some 
infmabion concerning the n~echanism of the skin rtnctions mder sttidy. It 
appcarccl possible that the antibody introduced ilztracutamdy combines ~ i t h  
alrtigenic constituontd of the ek;in properl~nd that thisinteraction causes s positive 
skintest. On t.hc otllcr hand, an altcrnative h p o t h i s  was also entertained that 
the antibody depositecl in the skin m h i n c s  with some antigen reaching the sik 
of ir~jectio~~ via the circ~llation; in such a n  insbnce, the mechanism of the skin 
tcsts nnder cunsiden~tion aoold rasmblc the mechanism of passive cutaneons 
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