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S ~ ~ r g c r y  

IBrsctirc or S i ~ r c c ~ :  Cl~rrent Rcvicw, vol 1, by 
Wnltcr 1". Llallingcr a n d  Thcotlorc Dr;q)anas, 321 
pp, 140 illus, 623.50, C. V. Mosl)y Co., 1972. 

This epitomization, parinx down 
more than 1,100 rcccnt rcfcrcnccs, 
will appeal to  all pnicticing surgeons. 
The divcrsity of scopc ranges from a 
chapter Lhat organizes the  poly- 
hormonal syndromes a n d  multiplc cn- 
docrinc adcnomatoses into al)normal- 
ities of a single (ne:~rocctodermal) 
cell system, to a wcll-documented rc- 

thc sarnc basic process, hypcrplasia 
has rc!ccntly causetl u p  to onc half of 
thc cases of hyperparathyroitlism 
sccn a t  Washington Univcrsity. Two 
tllirds of thcsc cascs had asympto- 
matic hypcrcnlccmi;~, and  surgical 
t rea tment  now routinely consists of 
excision of three and par t  of the 
fourth gland. 

o t h e r  helpful cover post- 
traumatic  ventilatory failure, ulccra- 
tivc colitis and Crohn's discasc, and  
uses of gastr in  raciioimmunoassays. 

This book assumes a rclativcly so- 
phisticatcd surgical audicncc. I t  is 
well worth the  price. 

ALAS T. >[ARTY, h f ~  
(:c(I~Ts-simi !dcdical Ccnter 
h s  hn~clcs  

- view of emergency medical trans- 
portation. 

Throughout, !ucid illr~strations de- 
pict the  cssence of surgical technique. 
The  chapter  on hiatus hernia presents 
a s traightforward surgical approach 
t o  specific problems. The chapter on 
tumor immunology provides both 
documentation and  speculation about 
the  clinical relevance of tumor-spe- 
cific antigens. Most gratifyingly, this  
chapter  and  the one on advances in  
transplantation do not  lose the  
reader. The way t h a t  humoral anti- 
bodies can either cause rejection or  . 
mediate immunosuppression, or the  

' reasons why incompatible g ra f t s  fre- 
quently succeed, receive excellent 
coverage. 

The author  of the  superb chapter on 
thoracic deformities, s t a tes  t h a t  "pec- 
tus" means "breast," (assuming with 
most Americans t h a t  "breast" must  . 
mean "mammary gland,") and  thus 
thinks t h a t  "pectus excavatum" 
should be rcriamed "deprdssion de- 
formity." Turning to the  "real 
breast." the effectiveness of radical 
mastcctorny and thc  recent tcndcncy 
towards less radical surgcry a r c  well 
prcscnted. A prognostic classification 
basctl on thc different  histological 
types of breast  carcinoma is useful. 
Another  chapter survcys advances in 
plastic and reconstructive surgery of 
t h e  breast. 

Fluid replacement a f t e r  t rauma is 
rationally approached, with presenta- 
tion of controversial views; cg,  usc of 
low molecular wcight dcs t ran  for  re- 
suscitation from hcmorrhagc is pre- 
sentcd a s  hard to justify; little reason 
is seen "to spcnd more time, money or  
resources developing or  evaluating 
'artificial colloids.' " 

In  kccping with the  recent concept 
t h a t  parathyroid adcnomas and  pri- 
mary  hyperplasia may  be products of 

. 


